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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic background of the farmers;
(2) the knowledge of the farmers about sustainable agriculture; (3) the extension need in sustainable agriculture
of farmers and (4) the problem and the suggestion of in sustainable agriculture of farmers in Nakhon Phanom
Province. Population was the farmers who attends the farmers’ register between 2014 and 2015. The sample of
this research was calculated by using Taro Yamane formula with 0.05 confidence level. After calculated the
numbers of sample was 399 persons. The tools used to collect data were interview forms. Data were analyzed
using frequency, percentage, mean, Minimum, maximum, and standard deviation. The findings of this study were
as follows : 1) The majority 62.40% are male and 37.60% are female. The average age was 49.76 years, Most of
the students 41.30% completed primary education, their average agricultural income was 219,127.40 baht per
year and agricultural expenditure was 111,344.02 baht per year, their average members in household was 4.80
persons, their farm household labor was 2.77 persons, their average plant area was 14.77 Rai, a third of most
farmers had land holding, most of them were as member and borrow money from Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives, their materials could be promoted the knowledge through broadcasting towers in each
village, and leader of farmer, their home media had televisions, they got more knowledge by the neighbors,
learned from experienced, and Agricultural Extension Officers more than each other; (2) their knowledge about
the sustainable agriculture was in moderate level, and most of them had knowledge about new theory
agricultural; (3) farmers attend and needs more information in sustainable agriculture that concemed new theory
agricultural, organic farming, and integrated farming in a “most” level, their need the method to support
sustainable agriculture with officer trainer who give advance notice average 9.98 days, training provided between
January to March, training was based on 3 days in each class, average farmers participate training class 29.42
persons, training should create at community hall, most supplement after training was production factor,
marketing factor, and supporting agriculture factor; (4) their big problem of integrated farming that were
specifically caused by lack of water, in addition their trouble of organic farming was an agriculture system by

nature, new theory agricultural, and Agroforestry, cultivated area was unsuitable in “most” level.

Keywords: Need, Sustainable agriculture, Nakhon Phanom province
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